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SENTENCE IN THE MAYA ACHI 
WOMEN’S CASE

SUMMARY

Introduction
In this publication we provide a summary of the 
sentence and reparation measures granted in the 
Maya Achi women’s case. On January 24, 2022, 
the High-Risk Court “A” in Guatemala sentenced 
five former members of the Civil Self-Defense 
Patrols (PAC) to 30 years in prison for crimes 
against humanity and sexual violence committed 
in the 1980s against Maya Achi women in the 
municipality of Rabinal, Baja Verapaz. The court 
also ordered 12 reparation measures for the 
survivors, their families, and their communities.

This is only the fourth time that a Guatemalan 
court has convicted members of the State’s armed 
forces for acts of sexual violence committed 

against women during the internal armed conflict. 
The first was the Ixil genocide case in 2013, then 
the Sepur Zarco case in 2016, and the Molina 
Thiessen case in 2018. Each of these cases 
marked a milestone in the history of justice for 
women at the national and international levels.

The 36 survivors participating in the Maya Achi 
women’s case sought justice for more than ten 
years. In 2011, they started to formally denounce 
the atrocities they had suffered in the 1980s at 
the hands of soldiers, military commissioners, 
and members of the PAC. After a long and painful 
journey, in January 2022, they won a conviction 
against a first group of former civil patrollers 
guilty of the crimes. The Community Legal Centre 
Association (Asociación Bufete Jurídico Popular - 
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ABJP) of Rabinal supported the women throughout 
the entire process from the beginning. Little by 
little more human rights organizations, women’s 
collectives, and international organizations started 
to support them as well.

The trial in the Maya Achi women’s case 
had a significant impact both nationally 
and internationally due to the heartbreaking 
testimonies of the victims and their firm belief in 
demanding justice. The trial took place January 
4-24, 2022. Five women survivors and 14 other 
witnesses testified. 19 expert opinions and 136 
pieces of documentary evidence were submitted 
to prove the facts of the case.

The sentence confirms that sexual violence was 
used as a weapon of war during the internal 
armed conflict. The Guatemalan army, military 
commissioners, and PAC used sexual violence in 
a widespread and systematic way to bring women 
and Indigenous communities under military 
control. This practice was particularly serious in 
Rabinal, where the State’s armed forces attacked 
women in their homes, at the local military base, 
at a PAC encampment, and in public places within 

the communities. Additionally, many women were 
forced to cook and carry out domestic services 
for the soldiers under threat of being murdered, as 
in the Sepur Zarco case.

The 427-page sentence is a significant milestone 
for the survivors of sexual violence, women’s 
organizations, and victims of the internal armed 
conflict in Guatemala. The sentence serves as an 
example to inspire momentum in other transitional 
justice cases regionally and internationally 
and sets an important precedent so that these 
atrocities will not happen again.

This summary is divided into four sections. The 
first section presents general information about 
the court and other parties involved in the case. 
The second section presents a summary of the 
main parts of the sentence. The third section 
outlines the reparation measures ordered by the 
court. The last section lays out a brief analysis 
of the impact of the sentence at the national and 
international levels. This document was published 
with the support of the Community Legal Centre 
(ABJP) and Impunity Watch.

I. Basic information about the judicial process 
Court

The trial was carried out by the High-Risk Criminal 
Sentencing Court “A”, presided over by Judge 
Yassmin Barrios (president) and judges Patricia 
Bustamante and Gervi Sical (members of the 
court).

Date and place of the sentencing

The trial took place in the High-Risk Court “A” 
in Guatemala City from January 4 to 24, 2022. 
The defendants were sentenced on January 24 
and the sentence on dignified reparations for the 
victims was issued on January 27, 2022. 

Other parties involved in judicial proceedings 

The Public Prosecutor’s Office was represented 
by prosecutors Paula Herrarte and Erick de 
León from the Unit for Special Cases of the 

Internal Armed Conflict (UCECAI) of the Special 
Prosecutor’s Office for Human Rights, which 
oversaw investigating the case.

The 36 surviving victims and the Community 
Legal Centre of Rabinal (ABJP) participated as 
co-plaintiffs, represented by three Mayan women 
lawyers: Lucía Xiloj, Gloria Reyes and Haydeé 
Valey.

The former civil patrollers on trial were Damián 
Cuxum Alvarado, brothers Francisco and Gabriel 
Cuxum Alvarado, and brothers Bembenuto 
and Bernardo Ruíz Aquino. Private lawyers 
represented the defendants Julio César Colindres 
and Ana María Sarceño, as well as Teresa 
Martínez, a lawyer from the Institute of Public 
Criminal Defense (IDPP).

The Prosecutor General’s Office (PGN), 
represented by lawyer Sandra Real, participated 
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as a third-party civilly sued. Because the accused 
belonged to the Civil Self-Defense Patrols (PAC), 
the State of Guatemala is legally responsible for 
their actions, having created the paramilitary force 
in 1981.

The defendants also had a Maya Achi language 
interpreter appointed by the justice system’s 
Secretariat for Indigenous Peoples. The victims 
had additional support from a psychologist from 
the Community Legal Centre of Rabinal (ABJP).

II. The sentence 
1. Facts examined and proven 
during the trial 

The defendants were accused of the following 
crimes:

Francisco Cuxum Alvarado

Francisco Cuxum Alvarado was charged with 
the rape of Margarita Alvarado Enríquez at 
the end of November 1981 in her home in the 

Xococ community of Rabinal. He committed 
the crime while serving as a civil patroller in the 
same community. Four other civil patrollers also 
participated in the crime, including Francisco’s 
brother Gabriel, Damian Cuxum Alvarado and 
numerous members of the army. Gabriel and 
Damian were charged with and tried for the same 
crime.

The day of the rape, the group of civil patrollers 
and soldiers passed by the river where Margarita 
was washing clothes. They followed her and 
broke into her home. They submitted the victim 
to a violent interrogation, and they grabbed her, 
hitting her and kicking her. They also threatened 
her with a gun and said they would kill her if she 
didn’t let them rape her.  Francisco and the others 
ordered the victim to take off her clothes and they 
proceeded to gang rape her, even though she was 
approximately three months pregnant.

Damian Cuxum Alvarado

Damian Cuxum Alvarado was charged with 
the rape of Margarita during the same military 
operation as brothers Francisco and Gabriel. 
He was also charged with the rapes of Marcela 
Alvarado Enríquez and Estefana Alvarado Sic.

Photo: Sandra Sebastián/Agencia 
Ocote
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Marcela was raped in October 1981 while she was 
in her home in Xococ. The day of the incident, 
Damian and other civil patrollers from Xococ went 
to interrogate her about the whereabouts of her 
husband, Pablo Lajuj Lajuj. They threatened to 
kill her if she refused to give them information. 
Damian tied Marcela’s two-year-old daughter to 
a tree and then raped Marcela, who was two or 
three months pregnant at the time. Afterwards, 
Damian and the other civil patrollers looted her 
home, stole her money and domestic animals, 
and then set fire to her house.

Estefana was raped in November 1981 when 
a group of civil patrollers from the community, 
including Damian, broke into her home in Xococ. 
They illegally detained her and transferred her 
to the patrollers’ encampment set up in Xococ. 
Estefana was detained for three days, during which 
time Damian submitted her to sexual violence and 
threatened to kill her multiple times. Estefana was 
pregnant at the time and had a miscarriage due to 
the multiple rapes.

Gabriel Cuxum Alvarado 

Gabriel Cuxum Alvarado, along with his brother 
Francisco and Damian, was charged with the rape 
of Margarita Alvarado Enríquez. The rape was 
committed during the same military operation 
in which the three civil patrollers participated. 
Gabriel was also charged with the rape of Inocenta 
Alvarado Enríquez.

Inocenta endured sexual violence on multiple 
occasions between 1981 and 1982. At one point 
during that period, Gabriel, and a group of civil 
patrollers from Xococ broke into Inocenta’s house 
in the same community. They illegally detained her 
and transferred her to the patrollers’ encampment 
in Xococ, where they interrogated her about the 
whereabouts of her husband. On two occasions, 
Gabriel raped Inocenta in nearby fields after the 
interrogations.

The Public Prosecutor’s Office also charged 
Gabriel with having used a birth record registered 

in the municipal records of Atescatempa in 
the department of Jutiapa, using the name of 
Manuel Gumercindo Ramírez Paz, to obtain false 
identification documents to conceal his real name 
(first using a cédula, then a Personal Identification 
Document DPI).

The accusation included an incident on May 
16, 2021, when the National Civil Police (PNC) 
pulled over the vehicle Gabriel was driving. 
Gabriel identified himself as Manuel Gumercindo 
Ramírez Paz and presented a drivers license with 
that name. When the police ran his fingerprints, 
they identified Gabriel and found that he had 
an outstanding arrest warrant in the Maya Achi 
women’s case.

Bernardo Ruiz Aquino y Bembenuto Ruiz 
Aquino

Brothers Bernardo Ruiz Aquino and Bembenuto 
Ruiz Aquino were charged with the rape of Pedrina 
López de Paz on August 20, 1982, in her house in 
Pacotzij, Chixim, Rabinal. Both brothers were civil 
patrollers in the community of Chixim when they 
raped her.

Pedrina was 12 years old, and she was in her 
house with her four brothers, all of whom were 
minors. Bernardo and Bembenuto entered the 
house without permission and attacked the boy 
Agustín. Pedrina intervened to defend her brother, 
after which she was pushed to the ground and 
raped, first by Bembenuto and then by Bernardo. 
Both brothers raped the girl two times.

2. Crimes considered during the 
trial
Three crimes were considered during the trial.

Crimes against obligations to humanity 1

The Public Prosecutor’s Office charged the five 
civil patrollers with crimes against obligations to 
humanity, as recognized in Article 378 of the Penal 

1The legal term in Guatemalan Penal Code is “crímenes contra los deberes de humanidad” but refers to the crimes internationally 
known as crimes against humanity.
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Code, because they committed sexual violence 
against five Maya Achi women while they served 
on the Civil Self-Defense Patrols (PAC) in Xococ 
and Chixim. The crimes were committed between 
1981 and 1982 in the context of the internal armed 
conflict, specifically as part of the Guatemalan 
army’s military and psychological operations 
carried out against the Indigenous population of 
Rabinal.

Identity supression and alteration, and public 
use of an assumed name 

The Public Prosectuor’s Office also accused 
Gabriel Cuxum Alvarado of the crimes of identity 
suppression and alteration and public use of an 
assumed name, prohibited by Articles 240 and 
337 of the Penal Code, because he used a false 
name and official documents with that name.

3. Evidence 
During the trial, 16 legal experts, one expert 

witness, and 19 direct witnesses testified, among 
them the women that survived sexual violence and 
massacres in Rabinal. 19 legal expert reports were 
submitted, along with 1 technical report and 135 
documents. Among the evidence submitted, nine 
CDs were presented with electronic documents, 
photographs, and audio recordings of the 
testimonies presented as evidence presented in 
advance2. 

The Counterinsurgency War Manual was one of 
the documents included in the trial, along with the 
Victory Campaign Plan 82, the Firm Campaign 
Plan 83, and the Firm Campaign Plan 83-I. Also 
included were documents regarding the violence 
in Guatemala in the 1980s and the persecution 
of the Maya Achi people from Rabinal from the 
Historical Archives of the National Police (AHPN), 
the Commission for Historical Clarification (CEH), 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR), the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights (IACHR) and the National Registry of 
Persons (RENAP).

2Victims of sexual violence or elderly can present their testimonies in advance before the preliminary hearings where evidence 
is presented. This is to protect them from revictimization but also guarantee their testimony is heard in court. 
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4. The court’s consideration of 
key evidence 
The court considered each piece of evidence and 
determined that all the evidence was admissible, 
detailing their reasons for including it in the trial. 
For the judges, the most important evidence 
was the testimonies provided by the women 
that identified the five civil patrollers who had 
committed sexual violence against them, as well 
as eight legal expert reports and the testimony of 
one expert witness.

Testimony from five survivors

The court accepted the testimonies of sisters 
Margarita, Marcela and Inocenta Alvarado 
Enríquez, as well as the testimonies of Pedrina 
López de Paz and Estefana Alvarado Sic. The 
court considered the testimonies to be credible 
because the victims explained when, where, and 
how the act(s) of sexual violence that each had 
endured took place, and because they directly 
identified the five civil patrollers that were on trial.

Margarita told her story, “First the former 
patrollers entered, then the soldiers…they 
came into my house, they told me to take off my 
clothes and they put me in a room and they told 
me…’since you are alone now, we are going to 
take advantage,’ they told me that if I didn’t let 
them, then they would kill me and they had a 
gun pointed at me…That’s how they hurt me. I 
let them because I couldn’t escape.”

Marcela testified, “The patrollers killed my 
husband… After they killed my husband, they 
came to my house to ask about him and they 
were the ones who had done it. They asked, 
‘Where is your husband? Tell us where he is. If 
you don’t, we will kill you right now.’ I was very 
scared, and I was shaking. I thought I couldn’t 
do anything. They told me, ‘We are going to 
rape you…take off your skirt [corte, Indigenous 
Mayan traditional clothing].’ I screamed…”

Inocenta told her story, “[The patrollers from 
Xococ] came to get me three times a day. They 
asked me where my husband was, but he was 
gone [disappeared]. The one who already died 

raped me three times and the one who raped 
me who is still alive is named Gabriel Cuxum. He 
was a patroller.”

Pedrina testified that as a child she saw the 
patrollers take her mother and father from the 
house, and “half an hour later they came back 
and came inside to threaten us again.” In her 
testimony, she said, “They threw themselves 
on top of me and covered my mouth with a 
handkerchief and they started to rape me…they 
did what they wanted with me and my whole 
body hurt…The two [patrollers] raped me when 
I was 12 years old, and I bled for a month.”

Estafana told her story in detail, “The patrollers 
from Xococ went to my house to get me and 
they took me to the military base. There, where 
they killed all my people, they told me they were 
going to kill me…They took off my belt and skirt 
[faja y corte, Indigenous traditional clothing] and 
threw it aside, they told me, ‘If you don’t want 
to, there is the rope… two nights and three days 
I was in Xococ… On the third day, I left around 
mid-day, I could barely walk because they hurt 
me so much… All the patrollers passed on top 
of me. The military commissioners in Xococ sent 
the patrollers to do this to me.”

These testimonies allowed the court to hear about 
the extent and intensity of the harm caused to 
each one of the victims, as well as the specific 
acts committed against their husbands and 
parents who were disappeared or assassinated 
days or hours before the rapes. The court heard 
that all the victims were robbed of their valuables, 
their domestic animals, and the houses of three 
of them were even burned. The testimonies also 
made it possible to learn about the physical and 
economic needs of the survivors, which served as 
a basis for the dignified reparations to which they 
have the right.

Legal expert military report

In his report as a military technical expert, Clever 
Pino explained that the soldiers attacked the 
women out of a desire to “destroy the social fabric, 
break the enemy by attacking their sensitive side, 
as in women and families, [and with this] break the 
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enemy’s will to fight.” The expert clarified that, “No 
military plan gives the order to rape women,” but 
the State “is responsible for the rapes committed 
by the Civil Self-Defense Patrols (PAC) because 
the State promoted, legalized, integrated, and 
trained the patrols.” Additionally, “The Guatemala 
State authorized and legalized the paramilitary 
force made up of commissioners and civil defense 
patrollers.” For this reason, the court concluded 
that “the Civil Self-Defense Patrols (PAC) are part 
of the army.”

Legal expert cultural report

With her expert report on culture, Irma Alicia 
Velásquez, explained that the attacks by 
the soldiers and civil patrollers in Maya Achi 
communities, including the sexual violence 
committed against Indigenous women, had grave 
consequences, such as the loss of “cultural and 
social ties.” In Guatemala, State forces tried 
to eliminate subversives and they designed a 
doctrine “marked by racism.” “They were taught 
that ‘indians’ were subversive and that they had 
to be eliminated… in Indigenous communities, 
women were raped, and they were taught the 
women had no value.”

Legal expert gender report

In her expert report on gender, Aura Cumes 
explained that “sexual violence is extremely 
destructive” because it affects not only the direct 

victims, but also their communities. In the case 
of the Maya Achi women, the survivors endured 
not only the rape, but also the absence of their 
husbands who were disappeared or dead. “Sexual 
violence brings with it silence in solitude” and with 
that violence, they tried to destroy the Maya Achi 
people.

The expert explained that it is commonly thought, 
“that women’s lives are for men, that, raping a 
woman is easy, and that rapes increase in times of 
war.” “The civil defense patrollers were trained with 
a despotic and authoritarian character.” Through 
the patrols, “Indigenous men were involved in the 
destruction of their own people, and they were 
turned into victimizers.”

Legal expert report on the Maya Achi women’s 
loss of spirituality 

With his expert report on the Maya Achi women’s 
loss of spirituality, Mayan spiritual guide Angel 
Zapeta explained the importance of spirituality in 
the Maya Achi culture. According to his analysis, 
State violence in the 1980s had a significant 
impact on the Mayan population and territories. In 
cases of rape, “the human being and their spiritual 
self are violated.” This violation also extended into 
social life, because “the communities themselves 
singled out and stigmatized the women” for having 
been affected in their spiritual dimension.

Photo: Oliver de Ros/No-Ficción
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Expert medical opinion

In his expert medical opinion, Cristian Ruiz 
declared before the court that the testimonies 
of the survivors of sexual violence “are credible 
and trustworthy” and that “the victims are well-
oriented in time and space.” The expert explained 
that the victims were in “a depressive state that 
requires psychotherapy.” 

Legal expert psychological report 

In her expert psychological report, Carolina Melgar 
explained that people who endure traumatic 
events relive what they experience in different 
ways. Some remember even the smallest details, 
while others experience “forgetfulness, emptiness, 
disorganized thoughts.” The expert explained 
that the Maya Achi women “are lucid, remember, 
and are able to evaluate reality.” They narrated 
their experiences spontaneously, with moments 
of crying and silence, showing signs of post-
traumatic stress due to what they experienced. 
The expert highlighted that the incidents “affected 
the victims’ life plans at multiple levels, including 
familial, emotional, social and economic, requiring 
psychological and therapeutic support” for each 
one of the victims.

Legal expert psychosocial report 

In her expert psychosocial report Mónica Pinzón 
explained that the sexual violence endured caused 
psychosocial harm to the Maya Achi women, 
as well as the “destruction of the social fabric, 
because social relationships and cultural practices 
are a part of one’s identity… in addition to putting 
each of the victims’ life plans at risk.” The expert 
affirmed that “when the women’s bodies were 
violated, it caused post-traumatic stress” and 
today their mental health is impaired. The harm 
was exacerbated by the “social stigmatization 
and contempt” that survivors experienced in 
their communities “for having been the object of 
sexual violence, labor exploitation, and domestic 
slavery.” For this reason, the expert recommended 
psychological treatment for all the victims. 

Legal expert infographics report

With his expert report, using infographics, Marlon 
García allowed the court to geographically locate 
Xococ, the former military base in Rabinal, and 
other places mentioned by the survivors in their 
testimonies. Additionally, the expert’s images 
provided information about the victims, their 
ages, the acts to which they were subjected, the 
consequences they suffered, and other relevant 
information.
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Technical report on the PAC in Rabinal

With his expert testimony on the organization of 
the PAC in Rabinal from 1981 to 1985, expert 
witness Marc Drouin explained that the goal of 
the counterinsurgency war was to destroy any 
organization considered an enemy. Political, 
student, religious, and Indigenous organizations 
and unions were destroyed. To achieve this 
objective, the army organized the PAC and linked 
their actions to military plans. “The Civil Self-
Defense Patrols were integrated into the army.” 
The military base in Rabinal, which oversaw 
the patrols in Xococ and Chixim, was under 
the command of military zone number 21 in the 
municipality of Cobán and military zone number 4 
in the municipality of Salamá.

The patrol in Xococ had “a military structure, with 
its squad, its platoon, and [its] patrol commander.” 
Unlike other communities in Rabinal, the patrol in 
“Xococ received weapons in 1981.”  The expert 
concluded that, “the State and the army share 
responsibility for the consolidation of the war in 
Rabinal, because the impact was coordinated… in 
the civilian population, mostly in sexual violations 
against Maya Achi women.

5. The court’s arguments in 
support of the verdict
The court established that, in militarized 
communities during the internal armed conflict, 
first the men were disappeared or assassinated, 
then the women were left alone at the hands of 
the PAC, which treated the women “worse than 
animals, violently forcing them to have sex.” The 
civil patrollers hit the women, tied them up, and 
threatened them with guns, or told the women 
they were going to kill them. Additionally, all the 
women were subjected to sexual violence by 
more than one civil patroller. The patrollers, “not 
satisfied with the sexual violation, degraded [the 
women] with humiliating treatment, forcing them 
to prepare meals without receiving pay.”

The court recognized that when women are raped 
and turned into an objective of war to defeat the 
enemy, the social fabric is destroyed because 
women are the carriers of life and contribute to the 

growth of their communities through their work. For 
this reason, “the effects are still felt in Guatemalan 
society, even when more than three decades have 
passed since the incidents occurred.”

The court ruled that the evidence provided, 
including testimonies from victims and witnesses, 
effectively proved the rapes, sexual violence, 
domestic slavery, and degrading and humiliating 
treatment had taken place, and even the burning 
of houses. Additionally, expert testimonies allowed 
the court to verify the circumstances and the 
court “determined that the civil defense patrollers 
participated in acts of sexual violence in Xococ 
and other communities in Rabinal.”

The court added that Article 46 of the Guatemalan 
Constitution establishes the preeminence of 
international human rights treaties. This allows for 
the application of Common Article 3 of the Geneva 
Conventions, which prohibits attacks against or 
degrading treatment of the civilian population. 
When Maya Achi women were subjected to 
widespread and systematic sexual violations, the 
Geneva Conventions were breached because the 
civilian population was attacked. Thus, the five 
men on trial committed “crimes against obligations 
to humanity.” 

In the sentence, the judges stated, “We firmly 
believe the testimonies of the women who were 
raped… We reaffirm on record the value and 
respect that the Maya Achi women deserve. 
Removing barriers and overcoming stigmatization, 
they have made the violations to which they were 
subjected public.”

According to the court, the evidence proved that 
the Civil Self-Defense Patrols did not emerge 
spontaneously. The Counterinsurgency War 
Manual includes a section on the patrols, as do 
military plans from 1982 and 1983. The army was 
responsible for training, arming, and supervising 
the patrols “to destroy groups considered 
enemies,” supposedly found “within their own 
population.” This meant the patrols were trained 
to attack their own communities. Furthermore, the 
evidence “proved that the Civil Self-Defense Patrol 
in Xococ received M-1 rifles from the Guatemalan 
army.” 
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The court concluded that “the Civil Self-Defense 
Patrols are integrated into the army” and that “the 
State is responsible for the violations committed 
by the PAC” to the extent that their actions were 
organized by the State itself, they were complying 
with orders, or because of the power they were 
granted.

6. The sentence
The court ruled that the facts, evidence, and 
arguments presented during the trial proved the 
crimes had occurred. The court sentenced each 
of the five civil patrollers to 30 years in prison 
for their direct responsibility for “crimes against 
obligations to humanity” committed against five 
Maya Achi women.

Gabriel Cuxum Alvarado was sentenced to 10 
additional years in prison for the crimes of identity 
suppression and alteration (8 years in prison) 
and public use of an assumed name (2 years). 
Additionally, two fines were imposed.

III. Reparation measures
The court granted 12 dignified and transformative 
reparation measures to address the harm caused 
to the women and the Maya Achi people because 
of the sexual violence the women endured. The 
measures are:

1. Compensation
a. Financial compensation for the women who 

were raped by the five civil patrollers on trial. 

2. Rehabilitation
a. Opening of health clinics in Xococ, Guachipilín, 

and Buena Vista, Rabinal, so that survivors can 
receive urgent medical care when they need it. 
The Ministry of Public Health is responsible for 
this measure.

b. Development of health plans for the survivors, 
which should include psychological, 
psychiatric, and gynecological treatment, 
exams, and medication. The Ministry of Public 
Health is responsible for this measure. 

3. Satisfaction 
a. Development of a training program on human 

rights, women’s rights, and political participation 
for survivors of sexual violence occurring during 
the armed conflict and today in Rabinal. The 
Office for the Defense of Indigenous Women 
(DEMI) is responsible for this measure. 

b. Organization of a public event to formally 
apologize for the sexual violence committed 
against the survivors in the Maya Achi women’s 
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case. The event should take place in Xococ. 
The Ministry of National Defense is responsible 
for this measure. 

c. Development of educational materials in both 
Maya Achi and Spanish about the survivors’ life 
stories. The Ministry fo Education is responsible 
for this measure. 

d. Production of a documentary in both Maya Achi 
and Spanish about the survivors’ struggle for 
truth and justice. The Ministry of Culture and 
Sports is responsible for this measure. 

e. Development of a mural representing the 
survivors’ struggle for justice. The Ministry 
of Culture and the Municipal Government of 
Rabinal are responsible for this measure. 

f. Publication of the sentence on the Judicial 
System’s website, as well as a summary 
in Maya Achi. The Judicial System and the 
Academy for Mayan Languages in Guatemala 
– Achi Linguistic Community are responsible 
for this measure. 

g. Educational scholarships for the survivors’ 
daughters, sons, granddaughters, and 
grandsons. The Ministry of Education is 
responsible for this measure. 

4. Guarantees of non-repetition
a. Incorporation of the teaching of historical 

memory, as documented by the Historical 
Clarification Commission (CEH) and the Maya 
Achi women’s case, into the national curriculum 
(CNB). The Ministry of Education is responsible 
for this measure. 

b. Development of a training process for the army 
and National Civil Police to prevent gender-
based violence. The Ministry of National 
Defense and the Ministry of the Interior are 
responsible for this measure. 

IV. The impact of the 
sentence 
The Maya Achi women’s case had a significant 
impact both nationally and internationally. Dozens 
of women’s organizations and human rights 
groups followed the trial, and the press covered 
the hearings and interviewed the survivors. 
Renowned Indigenous leaders, such as Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Rigoberta Menchú and 
Niwano Peace Prize recipient Rosalina Tuyuc, 
accompanied the survivors at different moments.

Pramila Patten, the United Nations Special 
Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
welcomed the court’s decision. In her statement 
she said, “I wish to honor the determination and 
resilience of survivors who, for over a decade, 
had to overcome numerous obstacles, including 
stigma and discrimination, to finally see those 
responsible brought to account in a court of 
law. Their courage and determination are truly 
an inspiration, and show us that, despite many 
challenges, accountability efforts for sexual 
violence can succeed, are transformative, and 
must be pursued.”

The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, also remarked 
on the ruling and recognized, “the brave efforts 
of the victims, lawyers and the judge in the Maya 
Achi women’s case who confronted former 
paramilitaries that committed sexual violence 
against the women during the internal armed 
conflict in Guatemala.”

After hearing the court’s decision, Paulina Ixpatá, 
one of the 36 survivors participating in the case, 
said, “We fight in search of justice because we 
don’t want the crimes we endured to remain in 
impunity. What I experienced hurts and talking 
about it is painful, because no father or mother 
wants that for their daughter or any woman. 
Thanks to the therapy we have received and the 
mutual support we give each other as survivors of 
sexual violence, we have gathered the strength to 
talk about what happened to us, so that this never 
happens again to other men, or especially women. 
Now I know it is not shameful to talk about what 
happened to me. Shame is for those who did it.”
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